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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 September 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to application filed on 09/29/2003. Claims 1-20 
are pending in this office action. 

Claim objections 

Claim 1, the terms: 

"standardized functional blocks", 

"according to functions desired", 

"associated with the desired ones", 
What are their definitions or what applicants intend to mean. Clarification or correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4,7-10,13-16,19,20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable over Vinciarelli et al., Pat. No. 6110213. 

Regarding claim 1: Vinciarelli teaches a method comprising: 
designing the integrated circuit with a plurality of integrated circuit standardized 
functional blocks, where each of the plurality of integrated circuit standardized functional 
blocks has a known function and a known integrated circuit contact array pattern, and 
the integrated circuit is designed by selecting desired ones of the integrated circuit 
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standardized functional blocks according to functions desired for the integrated circuit 
(col. 1, lines 50-62, col. 4, lines 25-30) , and 

designing the package substrate with a plurality of package substrate 
standardized functional blocks, where each of the plurality of package substrate 
standardized functional blocks has a known package substrate contact array pattern, a 
known signal trace routing layer pattern, a known ground plane layer pattern, and a 
known power plane layer pattern (col. 1 , lines 50-62), 

where a given one of each of the plurality of package substrate standardized 
functional blocks is associated with a given one of the plurality of integrated circuit 
standardized functional blocks, and the package substrate is designed by selecting 
package substrate, rate standardized functional blocks associated with the desired ones 
of the integrated circuit standardized functional blocks (col. 1, lines 50-62, col. 4, lines 
25-30). 

Regarding claim2-4: Vinciarelli teaches a method with layers (col. 1, lines 50- 

62). 

The remaining claims of 102(b) section contain features similar to the rejection of 
claims 1-4 and rejected in the rationale. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5,6,11,12,17,18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The reason for allowance is 
that the prior art of record does not teach the dependent claims with all other features of 
corresponding independent claims. 



CONTACT INFORMATION 



Application/Control Number: 10/673,721 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2825 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuan Do whose telephone number is 571-272-1891 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Smith can be reached on 571-272-1907. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571 
273-8300 for communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0596. 



Thuan Do 
Primary examiner 
09/01/2005 



